CRAB APPLE. 


( Pyrus Mains.) 

Class, Icosandria. Order, Pentagynia. Nat. Ord 
Rosacere. 

This tree, so singularly connected with the first 
transgression and fall of man, is distinguished alike 
in the mythologies of the Greeks, Scandinavians 
and Druids. The golden fruits of the Hesperides’ 
which it was one of the labours of Hercules to 
procure, in spite of the sleepless dragon which 
guarded them, were believed by the Pagans to be 
apples. Hercules was worshipped by the The- 
bans under the name of Melius ; and apples were" 
offered at his altars. The origin of this custom 
was the circumstance of the river Asopus having 
on one occasion overflowed its banks to such an 
extent, as to render it impossible to bring a sheep 
across it which was to be sacrificed to Hercules; 
when some youths recollecting that an apple bore 
the same name in Greek, (melon) offered an apple 
w ith four sticks stuck in it to resemble legs, as a 
substitute for a sheep ; and after that the Pagans 
always considered the apple as especially devoted 
to Hercules. In the Scandinavian Edda we are 
told, “ that the goddess Iduna had the care of 
apples, which had the power of conferring immor- 
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tality ; and which were consequently reserved for 
the gods, who ate of them when they begun to 
feel themselves growing old. The evil spirit, Loke, 
took away Iduna and her apple tree, and hid them 
in a forest, where they could not be found by the 
gods. In consequence of this malicious theft, 
every thing went wrong in the world. The gods 
became old and infirm ; and enfeebled both in body 
and mind ; no longer paid the same attention to the 
affairs of the earth ; and men having no one to 
look after them, fell into evil courses, and became 
the prey of the evil spirit. At length the gods 
finding matters get worse and worse every day, 
roused their last remains of vigour, and combined 
together, forced Loke to restore the tree.” 

The Druids paid particular reverence to the 
apple tree, because the mistletoe was supposed to 
grow only on that tree and on the oak, and also 
on account of the usefulness of this fruit. In con- 
sequence of this feeling, the apple tree was culti- 
vated in Britain from the earliest ages on record ; 
and Glastonbury was called the apple orchard, 
from the quantity of apples grown there previous 
to the time of the Romans. Many old rites and 
ceremonies are therefore connected with this tree, 
some of which are practised in the orchard dis- 
tricts even at the present day. Mrs. Bray states 
“ That on Christmas eve the farmers and their 
men in Devonshire, take a large bowl of cider, 
with a toast in it, and carrying it in state to the 



